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M anurewa is the very essence of diversity, with its environs including some of Auckland’s 
most characterless low-rent suburbs (such as Clendon Park) and some of its most 

elegant new subdivisions (The Gardens, for example). As a further contrast, just a kilometre 
or so from the colourless main shopping area are the lush Auckland Regional Botanic 
Gardens, former home of the annual Ellerslie Flower Show, which draws well-heeled plant 
lovers from all over the city. Totara Park, next to the Botanic Gardens, has bush walks and 
possibly Auckland’s only bush-surrounded public swimming pool, as well as a horse riding 
centre for the disabled. The western side of the area flanks the Manukau Harbour, and 
includes a number of small peninsulas creating interesting reserves and some of the city’s 
cheapest waterfront real estate. To the east are the rural areas of Alfriston and Ardmore.

Who Lives There?
The availability of fairly cheap rental homes 
has made the area popular with those on 
low incomes, including refugees and other 
immigrants. Ethnicities represented include 
Iranians, Iraqis, Fijians, Indians as well as 
local Maori and Europeans. Together they 
have generated good community spirit. New 
upmarket homes including those around the 
botanic gardens and the new Wattle Cove 
area beyond Wattle Downs are attracting huge 
numbers of young professionals.  

Clendon is largely investor country. First home 
buyers stretch to Manurewa and to Weymouth 
Village at the peninsular end of Settlers Cove 

including Weymouth, Clendon Park, Homai, Hillpark, Manurewa East,  
The Gardens, Randwick Park, Wattle Downs and Conifer Grove

Population Profile
Population  72,126
% Aged Under 15 Years  28.87
% Aged Over 65 Years  7.32
% European  39.86
% Maori  26.18
% Pacific Peoples  25.05
% Asian  11.80
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and Waimahia Ave. Further east, lifestylers live 
on the larger blocks of semi-rural land. 

Typical Homes
Most Manurewa homes are 1960s/70s/80s 
weatherboard and brick-and-tile on generous 
sites. There’s some state and ex-state housing. 
Villas and bungalows are rare here. New and 
grander developments are typically of brick and 
plaster, especially at the Wattle Cove peninsular 
end of Wattle Downs. Wattle Downs has more 
15-20 year old homes with some older stock.

Amenities
Schools ★★★

With a large number of big families, this low-
decile area has at least 18 primary schools (four 
include intermediate years), four dedicated 
intermediates and four secondary schools. A 
new primary school, Reremoana, opened in 
Wattle Downs in 2006. 

The Gardens School in Manurewa is well 
resourced and highly regarded, it’s the only 
decile 10 primary here. At secondary level, 
Manurewa High School is the largest with a 
roll close to 2100 students. The three-year-
old Alfriston College, which some parts of 
Manurewa are zoned for, is the most highly-
regarded in the area. For a full list, see page 
270.

Shops ★★

Manurewa has main-street and mall shopping, 
but both are looking rather down-at-heel. It 

appears that those with discretionary income 
prefer to spend it elsewhere. There are a lot of 
$2 style shops, and plenty of Indian takeaways 
and Indian sweet shops. Although most 
people go straight to Manukau City to do their 
shopping, there is now the added option of the 
Takanini Town Centre.

Leisure ★★★

Nathan Homestead, built in 1925 and still 
surrounded by 3.5 hectares of much-loved 
lawn and gardens, is an arts, community and 
function centre. The Manurewa Leisure Centre 
has full gymnasium facilities and a swimming 
pool. There is also a croquet club. 

Restaurant dining doesn’t feature highly, but 
there are almost a dozen takeaway places. 

Parks and reserves, dotted all over the place, 
make life more pleasant here. Totara Park and 
the botanic gardens are the key places; other 
parks, like Weymouth Domain – which runs 
along more than three kilometres of coastline 
– are well used by locals. The well-regarded 
Manukau Golf Club is nestled between Wattle 
Downs and Conifer Grove, but there is talk 
about it being developed for residential 
housing.

Real Estate
Trends
Manurewa has some of the cheapest 
waterfront property in Auckland. The Wattle 
Cove development has seen 600 new homes 
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sold in the past five years. Waterfront Wattle 
Cove ranges from $500,000 (four-bedrooms) 
to $800,000 (six-bedrooms), non-waterfront 
options are from $400,000-$500,000. 

New houses are part of the Mahia Park scene  
too. Hill Park and The Gardens are justifiably 
popular, as well as homes near the reputable 
Alfriston College. Weymouth Village is first 
home buyers’ territory with two-bedroom 
homes from $180,000. Waterfront prices  
range from $450,000-$500,000. 

Manurewa’s first home stock is from 
$220,000-$300,000. Clendon’s investors are 
paying $150,000-$250,000 for family homes  
for rental.

Best Streets
In Wattle Downs, Carnoustie Dr, St Anne’s 
Cres.  In Wattle Cove, Stranraer Cres and 
Aberdeen Cres. In Conifer Grove, Keywella Dr, 
In Weymouth Village, Beihlers Rd, Roys Rd and 
Domain Rd. 

House Prices
Unit

Bedrooms    
Price  $350,000 - $470,000

Basic House

Bedrooms     
Price  $450,000 - $600,000

Executive house

Bedrooms      
Price                                $600,000 - $1,200,000

Average Rents
Flat

Bedrooms    
Price $330/wk

House

Bedrooms    
Price  $370/wk 

Bedrooms     
Price  $440/wk 

Bedrooms      
Price  $500/wk 

Travel Times
From Manurewa:

CBD peak 60 min 
 off peak 20 min  
 by train 20 min

Southern motorway 2 min

Airport 10 min

Manukau city shopping centre 10 min

Botany Town Centre 15 min

There is a very good bus service, and three 
nearby train stations: Homai, Manurewa and 
Te Mahia. Traffic congestion in Manurewa 
should be eased by a new motorway link 
taking traffic from the Southern Motorway to 
the airport. 

At a Glance...

Local Hero: Auckland  
Regional Botanic Gardens

Every year more than 800,000 visitors enjoy 
the 65ha of gardens, first opened in 1982 
– but there’s no resting on laurels here. 
In March 2005 the new Potter Children’s 
Garden and the much improved visitor’s 
centre were officially opened. 

The children’s garden includes a Coastal 
Garden, Sight and Sound area, Decay 
Garden, Vegetable Garden, Boardwalk and 
Creature Pool, surrounded by a grove of 
puriri trees. There is also a library with more 
than 2000 books on plants. The Botanical 
Gardens are a real asset to the area. 


